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Jesus says, in Matthew 8:20, that
“the Son of Man has no place to lay
His Head.” Poor weary Jesus with a
heart so full of love for mankind that
He was willing to offer His life that we
may know true life in Him.
In John 17:21, Jesus prayed to His
Father that we may be one. Two verses later Jesus prays further and asks
that “I in them, and Thou in Me.” From
this we may conclude that Jesus wants
to find solace in our hearts just as we
can only find true rest when we reside
within His Sacred Heart.
True faith and love for Jesus can
only be found inside our human hearts
and only God knows the truth behind
our intentions. It would stand to reason that if we love Jesus and call ourselves Christians, we would follow His

Commandments.
When Jesus was
asked which is the greatest of the 10
Commandments, He answered “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy
whole heart, and with thy whole soul,
and with thy whole mind. This is the
greatest and first Commandment. The
second is this: Thou shalt love thy neigh-

Words From the Foundation Directors
September 19, 2017, on the
Feast Day of Our Lady of
LaSalette, the Foundation closed
on the property at 339 Arnold
Street in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island, affectionately nicknamed
“the Castle” because of its
design and stone facade.
You could not wipe the smile
off of David Ethier’s face as he
opened the door to “the Castle”
that day. He was in the process
of fulfilling his mission of finding a place to preserve the
“Domestic Chapel of Thorns”
created by Little Rose’s third
cousin, Rose Myette and other
items that surrounded the life of
Marie “Little Rose” Ferron.
It has been five years since
that day and much has changed
as we all are aware. Not only
here at the Foundation but in the

world around us.
During our five- year anniversary we remain focused,
as David was, on prayer and
are dedicated to the start-up
of prayer cells along with
fundraisers.
We plan to
make available for donation
our 2023 prayer calendars
and plan to raffle prayer
shawls which will be handmade by our Directors.
Please check our website
for information on how
to organize a prayer cell
and the benefits you will
receive from beginning
one. Our website address:
www.roseferronfri.org
Please see back page
for information on ordering your calendar and
page 12 for entering our

bour as thyself.” Matthew 22:36-39.
On page 10 of this issue is an article which shines a light on the duplicity
of true faith in the human heart both
in history and in the times we live. The
article contrasts “hidden Christians”
from centuries ago who were forced
by torture to publicly renounce their
faith in Jesus with the very “public
Christians” of today who mock Jesus
openly by desecrating His laws all the
while professing to be Christian.
Quite the twist isn’t it? Who is the real
Christian here?
Back to the heart we go, specifically the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
our own hearts. We invite Him in to
rest His weary Head and we ask Him if
we can rest ours. After all, He prayed
for us to do as much.

raffle. We greatly appreciate
and need your financial support as the Spring and Summer projects to repair our
building have depleted our
resources. We plan to cut back
on the pages in our newsletter
beginning January 2023 to compensate unless the necessary
funds are received.
Foundation Directors:
Denise Ethier, Carl LeClair,
Cathy Boisvert, Lise Ann Paille,
Edward “Sonny” Goryl

Little Rose’s Castle
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Little Rose’s Relic Room

There is no doubt that a practicing
Catholic reveres the Communion of Saints.
From choosing our Confirmation name after
a Saint to the Saint whose Feast Day falls
on or closest to our birthday, we each have
our favorites to whom we pray and ask to
intercede for us before God in heaven.
We know they can and do help us as they
stand before God. Most Saints are
referred to as Patron/Patroness over
occupations, lines of work, etc. - areas that
were somehow related their life experiences. In Rose’s case, as a child, she often
called on St. Anthony to help her find
misplaced items. (To paraphrase St. Anthony, he noted that when he lost himself, he
found Jesus).
Inside Little Rose’s Castle at 339 Arnold
Street, Woonsocket, Rhode Island, there is
one room that is in the process of being
dedicated almost entirely to official Saints’
relics. Alongside these relics are displays
of mementos of Marie “Little Rose” Ferron
which include many articles of her clothing,
her prayer books and prayer cards to
name a few.
There were 4 sisters who helped Flora,
Little Rose’s sister, to care for Little Rose’s
Domestic Chapel, which was moved to
Flora’s house after the death of Mr. and Mrs.
Ferron. The 4 sisters were Pat, Agnes, Rita
and Cecelia McHugh. Please note: this is a
different chapel than the one housed in our
museum.* Friends had often given relics to
*Our museum in Woonsocket, RI houses the
“Domestic Chapel of Thorns” created by Rose
Myette over the course of 70 years, under
the guidance of her cousin Little Rose.

the Ferron family which were passed on to
Flora along with this chapel. Flora put them
on display at her First Sunday of the month
prayer meetings. After Flora’s passing, the
McHugh sisters inherited them and eventually passed them to Carl LeClair, a Little Rose
devotee of many, many years and now a
Board Member (Vice President) of the Rose
Ferron Foundation of Rhode
Island (RFFRI).
Carl has many stories to
tell regarding Saints’ relics
and how the Communion of
Saints in heaven is alive
and working here on earth.
One such story is about a
relic of St. Philomena. St.
Philomena was buried in
the catacombs of St. Priscilla for some seventeen
hundred years before
being unearthed at the
beginning of the 19th Century, May 24, 1802 to be
exact (coincidently exactly

100 years to the day before Marie Rose
Ferron was born). She was formally “raised
to the Altar” by Pope Gregory XVI in 1883.
Carl tells us that his friend, who was a
Monsignor living in a home for retired
priests, always wanted a relic of St. Philomena. The Monsignor prayed to find one.
One night the Monsignor heard three knocks
at his door and upon finding no one at the
door, he went to ask the other priests and
they told him “That was St. Philomena letting
you know she has answered your prayer.”
Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the
Monsignor, Carl
had been gifted
with many relics
from the McHugh
sisters and among
them he found a
first class relic of
St. Philomena and
decided to
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send it to the Monsignor! Indeed a prayer
was answered.
Another story involves the relics of St.
Faustina. Carl was friends with a Colombian
priest from California. This priest had told
Carl that he would love to have a relic of St.
Faustina. Carl did have a relic of St. Faustina in his collection but, before giving it to the
priest in California he prayed to St. Faustina
asking her to make sure to replace it one
day. Years later, Carl was on a pilgrimage
with his friend, the Monsignor, in Poland.
When they returned from the pilgrimage
and were at Little Rose’s gravesite, the
Monsignor gave Carl a first class relic of St.
Faustina complete with the official Polish
papers. St. Faustina had indeed returned to
Carl!
Carl’s interest in these human artifacts
began when he stood before a statue of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton asking her intercession
and soon after was given a relic of her. This
was Carl’s first. Carl had given his friend,
the Monsignor, a Scourged Jesus Statue and
he reciprocated by gifting Carl with about
30 Saint relics. Carl now has over 1,000
relics in his collection! He tells us his favorites
are St. Padre Pio & St. Faustina. Next issue
we learn about his “Little Rose” mementos.
A Board Member has taken on the task
of cataloging the relics that the RFFRI has
accumulated - a very time consuming project.
As you can see from the picture at the top
of this page, a reliquary (vessel enclosing a
relic or relics) can contain more than one
relic. The one pictured here holds fourteen
of these sacred commemorations.

Pictured here is Carl LeClair at his home with his collection of Saint relics.
His intention is to eventually have them all placed in Little Rose’s Relic Room.
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Saint Gertrude the Great

Gertrude was born on the Feast of the
Epiphany, A.D. January 6, 1256, a day in
which the Catholic Church commemorates
the arrival of the Magi to pay homage to
the King of the Jews. Her vocation was
foreshadowed in that she became a
“Herald of Divine Love.”
Her birthplace and even her family
name are unknown. At a young age she
was placed in the Benedictine Abbey at
Helfta in Germany. She was very gifted in
her studies and her wisdom became famous
beyond the walls of her monastery. She
was almost carried away by her ardour
for study, finding such delight in it that she
would shorten time for prayer.
On her way to choir one evening, she
had a vison of the Child Jesus across a
great thorny hedge extending as far as
she could see. She thought it too high and
prickly for her to cross, when the Lord put
His hand out to her and, as He did so, she
beheld one of His Sacred Wounds. In a
moment He lifted her and placed her by
His side. “By these and other illuminations,”
she writes, “Thou didst enlighten and soften
my mind, detaching me from an inordinate
love of literature and from all my vanities,
so that I came to sacrifice those things
which formerly attracted me; and all that
was not Thee, O God of my heart, seemed
vile to me, Thou alone being pleasing to
my soul.” She was granted the grace of
seeing the Sacred Heart of Jesus; she
gazed through the wound in His side and
beheld the Divine Heart beating.
What she calls her “conversion” took
place on January 27th 1281, at 25 years
of age. She experienced visions of Jesus
which continued until the day she passed
away. It was not until Holy Thursday in
March, 1289, that she began to commit to
writing these heavenly communications;
Gertrude acted only in obedience to a
direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit. She
went on to become one of the great mystics
of the 13th Century. She held a great
solidarity with those not yet ready for the
beatific vision, who are still being purified
in the state of repose known as purgatory.
To this day many turn to her to pray for
their loved ones who have passed away
and may perhaps be in need of our prayers as they endure purgatory.
The existence of purgatory is explicitly
attested to by Holy Scripture as found in 2
Maccabees 12:46, “It is therefore a holy

Patron Saint of the Holy Souls in Purgatory
and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead, that they may be loosed from sins.”
In her writings, the Sacred Heart of
Jesus yearns for the all the Holy Souls stuck
in purgatory. Jesus invites us to participate
in this human-divine union. Never does she
lose sight of Jesus who comes to us both as
divine and in the humanity he shared with
all humans. Her invitation is not to imitate
Jesus but to participate in the union that

can be encountered through prayer and
the sacraments.
Gertrude began offering her Eucharist
at Mass for these very souls who had no
one else to pray for them. In thanksgiving,
Jesus granted her a vision of the many
souls that were saved through a single
Mass. Gertrude was left stunned at the
multitude she saw! In another vision Jesus
gave her a prayer and promised that each
time it was prayed 1,000 souls would be
released from purgatory.
Gertrude went on to write The Herald
of God’s Loving Kindness and Spiritual
Excercises. When her books were completed and the work entrusted to her by
the Sacred Heart was accomplished,
Gertrude cheerfully prepared for death,
and passed peacefully from this world in
the year 1302. Her Feast Day was
extended to the universal church in 1738
when approved by Pope Clement XII. It is
celebrated in the Catholic Church on
November 16th. Saint Gertrude was never
formally canonized. Pope Benedict XIV
eventually gave her the title “Great,” a
Title bestowed on one whose intellectual
impact within the Church was so profound
as to echo through generations.

November 2nd is All Souls Day
“We must empty purgatory with our
prayers.” - St. Padre Pio

Our Lord told St. Gertrude the Great that the following prayer will release 1,000 souls
from purgatory each time it is said with love and devotion.

Eternal Father,
I offer Thee the most
Precious Blood
of Thy Divine Son, Jesus,
in union with the Masses said
throughout the world today,
for all the Holy Souls in purgatory, for
all sinners everywhere, for sinners in
the Universal Church, those in my
own home and within my family.
Amen.
—-St. Gertrude the Great—-
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Marie Rose Ferron and Her Visitors

When our Little Rose moved to Woonsocket, she was bedridden and not able to go out or walk around the house. This
made her life difficult but she developed friendships with her many visitors which made life easier. An early friend was Miss
Bridget LaBranche who, at 19, was four years younger than Rose. Father Vincent, The Chaplain of the Children of Mary,
informed her about the new girl in town that might be in need of a friend. She would visit Rose and they would create arts
and craft items and speak about what was happening in the world. She left in August 1926 to enter the religious life but
returned in August 1927 due to health reasons, so, was well able to understand Rose’s predicament.
The Bishop of the Diocese of Providence, Bishop William Hickey (1869 – 1933), visited Rose to ask for her help. He had
recently excommunicated 56 church members. The Bishop wanted to tax parishioners to help build English-speaking
schools but the French-speaking people were against it as they had funded their own French-speaking schools. He asked
Rose to offer up her suffering to stop the threat of schism within the Diocese of Providence which she willingly and obediently did. They all returned to the Church.
Nuns and priests would come to visit and discuss matters with her. People would come to ask favors, pray with her and
ask if she could intervene in problems; others would come out of curiosity to see what everyone was talking about regarding
Rose.
Brother André, now St. Brother André of Montreal, visited several times when he was in Woonsocket raising funds to
build Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal. On one of his visits, she gifted a small statue of the Scourged Jesus that she
had near her bed and which he had previously admired. It could be seen on his desk for years in his office.
While all visitors were important, a man from South Carolina visited Rose on one Friday. Normally Rose did not see
visitors on Fridays while she was undergoing “her agony,” but her parents contacted Fr. Vincent to ask if it was okay to allow
this man to see Rose. The stranger came out of her room in tears and said: “I have seen as much here as I did in Konnersreuth.” He had just returned from Germany where he visited a young girl, who was a stigmatic, mystic and victim soul. He
had visited Theresa Neumann (1898 – 1962) in Konnersreuth, Germany, and who is currently designated as a Servant of
God in the Roman Catholic Church. Theresa asked him, “Why are you here? Why don’t you go and see my little sister, Rose
Ferron, in your own country? Go and see her. It’s not as far as coming here,” and she gave him Rose’s address.

Theresa Neumann

Marie Rose Ferron

Lent 1926 - the stigmata of the heart appeared.
November 5, 1926 – First Friday, received nine Crown of Thorn
wounds.
March 1929 – received the shoulder wound.
Good Friday, 1929 (March 29) – received the scourging marks.
Lent 1926 - stigmata of the hands and feet; one wound on the
heart; scourging marks, including the shoulder wound; and nine
distinct head wounds from the Crown of Thorns. She also bled
profusely from the eyes during
her ecstatic vision of Christ’s
shedding tears of blood at
Gethsemane (Lk 22:44).
Theresa received the stigmata permanently impressed upon
her body until her death in
1962.
Theresa was blessed with
the following: total inedia (lack
of eating from 1926 – 1962);
little or no sleep; survival on
only the Eucharist; gift of fragrance; reading of souls; bilocation; visions; apparitions; and
prophecy.

End of 1926 - the stigmata of the flagellation appeared.
During Lent 1927 – stigmata of the hands and feet.
November 1927 – began receiving Holy Communion without
swallowing
January 1928 – stigmata of the Crown of Thorns.
Lent 1929 – stigmata of the heart. Her stigmata would start
bleeding and appear after midnight on Thursday and
close after midnight on Friday.
August 1929 – eyes shed tears of blood. Each Friday she
resembled the Holy Face (Ecce Homo.) This was
repeated every day during the month of July.
Unlike Theresa, Rose asked Jesus to remove the outward
signs of her stigmata due to modesty. Her wish was granted
on August 1, 1930. The pain thus increased, as the blood
rushed to these areas with no
way to release.
Like Theresa, Marie Rose
Ferron was gifted with the
following: total inedia (lack
of eating); little or no sleep;
survival on only the Eucharist;
gift of fragrance; reading of
souls; bilocation; visions; apparitions; and prophecy.
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The Five Steps to Sainthood

While Marie Rose Ferron was alive, many people considered her a living saint. They prayed to her, received
favors through her, and asked her for advice. The Woonsocket Call, dated May 15, 1936 had an article in which it
states that a number of prominent lay persons who were
frequent visitors to her house expressed the opinion that
she was a saint and that a history of her life would be prepared and forwarded to the Vatican. People still consider
her a saint and pray to
her and ask for favors
and many believe they
have received help
through her.
Being declared a Saint
involves a rigorous process. The average cost is
a six-figure amount
necessary for those who
support the cause to
fund an investigation and
hire a postulator. There
are many steps before
the Roman Catholic
church declares someone
to be a saint. Our Little
Rose has yet to get past
the first one.
First, the person’s local Bishop investigates their life by
gathering information from witnesses and any writings
they may have composed. If the Bishop finds the candidate to be worthy of being a Saint, he submits the information that he gathered to the Vatican’s Congregation for
the Causes of Saints.
Second, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints can
choose to reject the application or accept it and begin their
own investigation of the person’s life. If the application is
accepted, the person may be called Servant of God.
Third, if the Congregation for the Causes of Saints
approves the candidate, they can choose to declare that
the person lived a heroically virtuous life. This isn’t a
declaration that the person is in heaven, but that they
pursued holiness while on earth. If this is indeed found to
be the case, the person may be called Venerable.
Fourth, to be recognized a Saint requires that a miracle
has taken place through the intercession of that person.
The miracle is usually a healing. The recovery has to be
instantaneous, permanent, and complete while also being
scientifically unexplainable. This examination is conducted
by a group of independent medical doctors. Following
this, the person’s life must be studied by a panel of theologians. The final approval lies with the Pope, whereupon
the candidate will be designated Blessed.
Note: Besides the number of miracles attributed to
them, the difference between “blessed” and “saint” is that the
scope of devotion for a blessed is narrower – usually
limited to a specific group of people or a particular region
of the world while a saint is held up for devotion for the
Universal Church.
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Fifth, a second miracle is needed in order to declare
someone a Saint. The confirmation of this second miracle
goes through the same scrutiny as the first.
The five-step process is a general outline for how
someone becomes a Saint. There are definitely exceptions
to this process and situations that may change the process
as well.
On January 9, 1964, regarding Little Rose, a decree was
released by the Bishop’s House in Providence and signed
by Bishop Russell J. McVinney. It acknowledges that Marie Rose Ferron was deeply religious and bore the stigmata
of Christ.
Two investigations were undertaken in the Diocese of
Providence under his direction with predominantly negative findings. These investigations were biased in that
while many people had good thoughts of her, they were
not interviewed by the 2 non-French speaking interviewers. One must remember that the people around Marie
Rose spoke French, not English. The primary persons
interviewed were 3 people who had been friends to Marie
Rose but later turned against her and spread negative rumors about her.
Since then, Bishops in succession to Bishop McVinney
have refused to open new investigations. Little Rose was
very modest and did not like to have her life highlighted.
Even in her ecstasies, she wanted to be regarded as “little”
Rose. In one of them, Our Lord seems to have proposed
that He raise her to the honors of the Altar, for she responded: “Be
on the altars?
I am too little
for that!”
Perhaps, as
with her
request about
not having her
stigmata be
visible to
others (which
was granted by
her Jesus), He
is granting another of her
requests.
There are
many saints in
heaven that
are not
acknowledged
by the Roman
Catholic
Church so,
maybe, she
will remain as
one of the
unheralded.
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A Trip Around The World With The Rosary
An EXCERPT taken from The Little Rose Magazine Vol. 1 Spring 1965 edited by Eugene Szynkowski

On our trip around the world with the
Rosary let us make our first stop at Woonsocket, Rhode Island to visit the home of
Mr. & Mrs. Jean-Baptiste Ferron. Within
this home lived a family entwined in the
rosary with a living crucifix attached.
Before entering this home, let us knock at
the door with the words of the first Our
Father prayer, asking God to soon reopen
the door to Little Rose’s Cause.
Upon entering the Ferron home we find
with it a poor, but deeply religious happy
family. What a sight for the parents to
behold, for whenever Mr. & Mrs. Ferron
looked at their children they were constantly reminded of their bond with the Blessed
Virgin Mary. When Mrs. Ferron was told
that she was to have her first child, in her
joy she thanked the Heavenly Father by
dedicating her first child to the first
mystery of the rosary, the Annunciation. As
time went on, Mrs. Ferron’s joy increased
and before she knew it she found that all
the Joyful Mysteries were thus honored and
within her home she had a living rosary.
Things were very hard for the Ferron
Family because in those days wages were
not very good and it was quite a struggle
for Papa Ferron to try to keep the Joyful
Mystery living, but they always seemed to
manage somehow. When the Heavenly
Father looked down upon this devoted
family, He blessed them once again with
an additional Mystery, the Sorrowful
Mystery. Mamma Ferron’s joy increased
once again, but one can never understand
the full value of joy until the heart has experienced sorrow, and there was much
sorrow in the Ferron family. When the
Sorrowful Mystery was attached to this
living rosary, the family increased in size
and so did their difficulties, but many of
their difficulties were soothed when God
attached the living crucifix, their daughter
Rose! He placed this crucifix on a bed in
their home and whenever things seemed
too hard to bear, the family went to the
cross to draw comfort and strength. It was
always Rose’s room that attracted them the
most. This crucifix remained on the bed in
their home for many years.
Rose, a living symbol of the cross,
learned in a revelation the meaning of her
suffering. One day Rose had a vision of
Our Lady and at this time saw the Blessed
Virgin Mary holding a scroll. This scroll
listed the Ferron children and after their

names the mystery that thus honored by that she is the Patrontheir birth. Rose saw that she was the 10th ess of the Missions, so
mystery, the Crucifixion. She knew then, before we leave we
that her vocation was to suffer and relive must say a Hail Mary
the Crucifixion. Also, at the bottom of the for those who are
scroll she saw the name of her mother. Not laboring in foreign
long after, being counseled by a wise lands and that they
spiritual director, she blossomed in virtue won’t be forgotten in
and the fragrance from this Rose increased their needs, both spiritual and
to such perfection, that the Heavenly Father financial.
gave her His final stamp of approval, the
Attempting to leave once
stigmata. When the stigmata was given to again, the spirit of St. Therese
her, God the Father was Gloriously holds us back. This time to say a Hail Mary
honored. In His Glory and seeing the good for vocations because the words go
that this cross could bring to others, He through our mind, “The Harvest is great, but
added the final mystery to the Ferron the laborers are few.”
Family, the Glorious Mystery.
Let us journey by the light of the star
Let us journey spiritually to Rome, to St. that leads us to Bethlehem, and the 8th Hail
Peter’s Basilica kneeling in front of the Mary along side of the crib of the child
Blessed Sacrament, let us offer up the first Jesus, asking Him to be reborn in the hearts
Our Father for Our Holy Father, the Pope of unbelievers.
and all of his intentions.
From Bethlehem let us go forth to PalesLet us travel spiritually on foot to San tine and go into the Garden of GethsemaGiovani Rotundo to visit with Padre Pio, ne where we kneel beside Jesus spiritually.
one of God’s chosen souls. Here, we real- Let us offer this 9th Hail Mary for those
ize that he needs prayers too, because so who are going through mental agony that
many souls look to him for help and they may learn to unite their mental
through love he carries their burdens. Let sufferings with their Jesus.
us offer up this Hail Mary for Padre Pio
A short distance away is Calvary. Let
and other victim souls.
us spiritually follow the blood-marked foot
After being with Padre Pio, we could steps of Jesus to Calvary, where He was
not help but think of all the priests who are nailed to the Cross. Let us join Mary in her
laboring all over the world. It brings to our mystical union with our Savior, and ask for
minds the words of Rose - “That Priests are the salvation of souls. The example of
other Christs!” We also remember how Little Rose’s life was the instrument that led
Rose prayed and begged prayers for me here, and this is where I want to remain.
them. Let us offer up this 3rd Hail Mary Please say a Glory Be for your own
that Padre Pio would extend his hand in intentions and conclude our trip with
blessing all of them; and that God would
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary,
help each and every one in his own need.
pray for us!!
Since we are taking this spiritual trip
around the world with our rosaries,
we must stop and visit Lourdes and Children in Ukraine praying
leave a Hail Mary there for Our the Rosary. Pray the Rosary
Lady, so that She may use it for the
soul who is in most need of Her help. every day for World Peace.
Let us journey next to Lisieux,
France, to visit the Basilica of St.
Therese. We learn here how a
young nun, hidden behind convent
walls perfected to sainthood. We
can’t help but be mindful of other
nuns who have followed her footsteps. Let us offer up this 5th Hail
Mary for them.
We are preparing to leave, but
the spirit of St. Therese reminds us
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Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God the Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our
Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; He
descended into hell; on the
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and
life everlasting. AMEN
JOYFUL MYSTERIES
Annunciation
Visitation
Nativity
Presentation
Finding in the
Temple

How to pray the Rosary:
1. Make the Sign of the Cross
and say the “Apostles’ Creed”
2. Say the “Our Father”
3. Say three “Hail Marys” for Faith, Hope and Charity
4. Say the “Glory Be”
5. Announce the First Mystery and then say the “Our Father”
6. Say ten “Hail Marys” while meditating on the Mystery
7. Say the “Glory Be”
8. Announce the Next Mystery; then say the “Our Father” and repeat steps 6
through 8 as you continue through the remaining Mysteries.
Say the closing prayers: the “Hail Holy Queen” and make the “Sign of the Cross”
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope! To you do we
cry, poor banished children of Eve; to you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping
in this valley of tears! Turn then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us,
and after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed Fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O
loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Pray for us O Holy Mother of God that we may be worthy
of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray. O God, Whose only begotten Son, by His Life, Death
and Resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life,
grant, we beseech Thee, that we who meditate on these
Mysteries of the most Holy Rosary of the blessed Virgin Mary,
may both imitate what they contain and obtain what they
SORROWFUL MYSTERIES
Agony in the Garden
promise, through the same Christ Our Lord.
Scourging at the Pillar
AMEN.
Crowning with Thorns

Rose’s Corner . . .

Glory Be to the Father, to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.
World without end. AMEN

MYSTERIES OF LIGHT
Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan
Miracle at the Wedding of Cana
Proclamation of the Kingdom of God
Transfiguration of Jesus
Institution of the Eucharist

Carrying of the Cross
Crucifixion and Death

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
Resurrection
Ascension
Descent of the Holy Spirit
Assumption
Coronation

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us, and
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. AMEN

Hail Mary, full of grace
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the Fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, mother of God
Pray for us sinners
Now and at the hour of our death.
AMEN.

'Meditation is made, we may say, as the bees make
honey; for they make it by gathering the dew that falls
from heaven... Thus we go over and over the life of our
Lord in meditation, taking up one action after another,
and considering them, in order to compose the honey of
holy virtues, and draw from them the graces of a holy
meditation.' ~ St Francis de Sales, ‘Mystical Flora’

Work is pleasant to God. Work is prayer.
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The Pathway to the Virtues
How to Pray Unceasingly
An excerpt from: “Silence, Solitude and the Presence of God” by Father Dominic Savio Mary Murphy, FI

I borrowed the above Title from a
chapter in one of St. Alphonsus’ books
where he refers to these three topics as
the three means of acquiring the habit
of continual prayer. Our Lord has
given us the command to pray without
ceasing. Certainly, Our Lord gave this
command to “pray always” not just to
the religious but to everyone in accordance with their state in life. Therefore,
what did our Lord mean by “pray
always” when most people obviously
cannot spend long hours in prayer in
Church or even at home?
Someone recently asked how to
“pray without interruption.” The explanation given was: “to ‘pray without
interruption’ means to do everything
with the purpose of pleasing God—
this includes praying consciously as
much as possible throughout the day in
one’s private prayers, or the Holy
Rosary or Holy Mass, etc.; it also
includes working and recreating when
done to please God. Praying without
interruption requires that we lift our
hearts and minds to God often during
work and recreation in order to
maintain the spirit of prayer with the
intention always to please God.”
When we pray often we become
men and women of prayer. To be
truly a man or woman of prayer means
to look forward to praying, that we
spontaneously turn to Heaven often
and at every free moment because we
love to do it. It is a most natural thing
for us and is our constant habit from
the moment we rise to when we repose.
We find it difficult to abandon for
other things; we do not get bored by
it; we want to teach others about it.
Whether we are in our house or on a
walk in the country or wherever, we
pray continually; if we study, we pray;
if we work, we pray; if we amuse ourselves, we pray; if we eat or sleep, we
pray—because we do everything for

Magnitude of the Small Virtues
Gentleness and simplicity are the favorites of
Jesus. Bouasse Lebel, 1362

the honor and glory of God.
To acquire this spirit of prayer,
silence is the first thing to remember.
Silence disposes the soul to continually
speak with God. We can observe that
every truly spiritual person speaks
little. All those who love to pray, are
inclined to silence; it is “the guardian of
innocence, the shield against temptations and the fountain of prayer. For,
by silence, devotion is preserved, and
in silence good thoughts spring up in
the soul,” says St. Alphonsus. St. Bernard states: “Silence and the absence
of noise in a certain manner force the
soul to think of God and of eternal
goods.” Silence brings so many blessings to us. It keeps us from a multitude
of sins that speaking too much brings
with it.
It prevents disputes,
detractions, resentments and curiosity;
but on the other hand, it makes us

acquire many virtues. We acquire
humility when we listen to others in
modesty and silence; we practice mortification in refraining from our inclination to say imprudent things; we
practice meekness by remaining silent
when we are unjustly accused or
offended. Our strength will be in
silence, as Isaiah says—Isaiah 30:15.
When we seek solitude, we deepen
our love for prayer. Whoever loves
God loves solitude, says St. Alphonsus.
When we are alone, God speaks more
familiarly to us because we are less
entangled in worldly things and more
detached from affection for them.
God speaks with great love to those
who avoid the crowd and noise. He
speaks in solitude, and there He
speaks to the heart in words that
inflame it with His holy love. We can
preserve virtue much more easily when
we are alone than when we are in
“conversation” with the world.
Finally to pray continually we must
be always conscious of God’s presence
wherever we are. St. Thomas says “If
we always thought that God was looking at us, we would never, or scarcely
ever, do what is displeasing in His
eyes.” And St. Jerome writes “The remembrance of God shuts out all sins.”
Awareness of the presence of God
encourages us to communicate with Him
often and remain always in prayer.
In the midst of our busy lives, let us
keep in mind the value of silence whenever it is possible - during cooking,
cleaning, all types of work, resting or
driving - as a means to pray often. Let
us seek to be alone as often as we can
even if for short moments to be with
God and away from the noise of the
world. Let’s continually call to mind the
presence of God so that we always
have Him in our minds and our hearts.
Ave Maria!
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True Faith

Little Rose Newsletter

Understanding the HEART of the matter.
The Tokugawa Government in 17th
Century Japan officially outlawed Christianity. This was during a period of time,
220 years in fact, when Japan’s rulers
isolated their country from much of the
world around them. Japanese ships were
forbidden from going abroad, and Christian Missionary priests could be tortured
into renouncing their religion. A historical
fictional novel was written about one of
these priests. It is entitled Silence and was
written by Shūsaku Endō in 1966.
The Japanese Government at that time
learned that to kill a Christian would make
that person a martyr. Such is what happened to 26 Nagasaki martyrs in 1597.
These Christians were tortured and paraded for miles in hopes of stopping the religious influence of Christianity. One of the
youngest members of this group was a 12
year old boy, now St. Louis Ibaraki. He
was a member of the Third Order of St.
Francis. (As a side note, Marie “Little Rose”
Ferron also was
a Third Order
Franciscan.) He
would not renounce his faith
and went one
step further by
inviting his persecutors to become Christians
and “join me on
the way to
heaven.” Upon
reaching
his
destination and
seeing the crosses set up for
crucifixion,
young
Louis
shouted “Show me my cross!”
As the bodies of these 26 martyrs were
carried away by believers, the magistrates
of Japan realized that the physical remains
of martyrs can become a powerful witness
as relics. That is when they, instead, resorted to forcing priests and leaders to
denounce their faith. In fact, they sought to
root out religion from the very hearts of
the people. Thus came about what they
called “fumi-e,” which literally meant “step
upon pictures.” These bronze icons were
issued to all government officials for use in
rooting out hidden Christians across Japan.

They believed that Christians would hesitate to step on an image of Christ or the
Virgin Mary, thereby divulging their religious convictions. Pictured here is one such
“fumi-e” worn-out by the many feet that
stepped on it. Government officials did
not just do this one time but many times,
and if you hesitated—you would be tortured.
Many of the Japanese Christians pretended to renounce their faith and then
returned home begging God for forgiveness. Some even burned the sandals
they had worn, mixing the ash with water
and drinking it as a profound act of penitence. These people became known as the
“Kakure Kirishitan,” or hidden Christians.
In 1873, Japan's ban on Christianity
was finally lifted - more than two centuries
after it was first put in place. In 1858, the
fumi-e practice was abolished in Nagasaki.
Some 20,000 Christians came out of hiding. Despite all they endured, their love
for Jesus remained alive, though hidden,
during those long years .
Perhaps this sheds light on why the
book written about this time in history is
called “Silence.” Many might think it is a
reference to God’s silence in allowing such
evil to exist and to persecute and torture
His believers in this horrific way. But the
truth is that God works in silence, for He
Himself chooses to be heard in silence. The
Japanese culture regards silence as beauty
and these hidden Christians sensed that
God knew in the silence of their hearts that
faith and love for Him persevered.
In the book She Wears a Crown of

Thorns, written by Rev. Boyer, a story is
told about a time when Little Rose’s parents
were encouraged to remove the statues
that were in her bedroom. They were gifts
from friends and Little Rose had many.
She and her family treasured them and
had devotions to the Saints they depicted.
Rev. Boyer used the word “iconoclast” to
describe those who influenced the Ferron
family to remove the statues. The word
“iconoclast” literally means “image destroyer.” Father Ferron stopped when he
reached the last statue to be removed. It
was of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. He did
not remove it and it remained in her room
until Rose passed away.
There is a novel called The Bronze
Christ written by Yoshiro Nagayo in 1927.
The tale is told about the metalsmith who is
recruited to create a fumi-e. While the
man is not a Christian, it was during the
image-creating process that he had a
dream about heaven. He cast the image in
bronze, being faithful to his dream. The
beauty of his fumi-e led the Japanese
leaders to believe that he was secretly a
Christian and even though he offered to
trample the fumi-e he ended up being
“martyred” with others who refused to step
on an image of Jesus Christ. All ashes of
martyrs were cast out to sea.
Standing in stark contrast to this account
of history are many present day Christians,
at times making a very public mockery of
God’s laws. They willingly choose to trample an imaginary fumi-e by their actions
which are in direct opposition to God’s
laws. They seemingly expect other Christians to approve of them. Again, it would
appear to be another tactic to root out
Christianity from the human heart.
What recourse does a Christian on fire
with love of Jesus have in this case? We
can choose to keep loving Christ by offering Him a place to rest His weary head in
our own hearts, and then be at peace
knowing that God reads all hearts and
understands all intentions. God may be
“silent” but we must remember that is how
He works.
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It is no coincidence that this issue is full of articles referencing “silence.” This past
July a Foundation Director visited Little Rose’s gravesite located in Precious Blood Cemetery as
she had many times prior. As she prayed and asked intercession from Little Rose, she glanced at
her watch and realized it was the noontime hour; it was time to pray the Angelus.
As she began
to pray the Angelus she noticed something that never happened before: “No Bells... No Bells ...“
she whispered as a tear
streamed down her face. At
the noontime hour church
bells would ring as a reminder to pray the Angelus
On February 7, 2022
we saw the sad closing of
St. Theresa Church
All
Saints
Church
in
Little Rose’s Grave
Woonsocket, RI which was
established as a merger in
2007 with the then St. Louis Church and two other
city Churches.
On June 30th 2022 we
watched the sad closing of
St. Theresa’s Church in
Blackstone, MA, which was
established in 1929.
Effectively
these
closures
silenced
church
bells which could always be
heard from Little Rose’s
All Saints Church
gravesite.

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a
grain of wheat; but if it dies it produces much fruit.” John 12:20-33
Wheat is trampled to
make bread; grapes are
trampled to make wine. Jesus
clearly desired His followers to
connect the sacrifices of nature
to make a feast possible.
The Lord’s Supper provides
a narrative and metaphorical
journey into any experience of
brokenness. When we consider our journeys in and out of
trauma, the most important
place of healing may be at
the table of a gathering of a
family, in which bread is
broken and wine shared.
When Christ broke bread,
he knew the church would be
broken. Christ’s body is literally broken every Sunday. Yet
at the same time Christ, by in-

Lamb. Christ is present. He
recognizes the pain and trauma of brokenness and is present with us when we, ourselves, get trapped in the
schisms of life and the church.
There are so very many
denominations of Christianity,
a reflection of Christ’s broken
body as He gave all for us in
His Passion and Death. He
prayed that we be one in Him
and we need to strive to
achieve that as Christians.

stituting the Lord’s Supper,
promises healing.
It has been said that in a
family meal, it is a devastating
and definitive fact that one
person in that table will see
the others die and will be left
alone. Death is an inescapaThis excerpt is printed with
ble reality that we are so
reluctant to face, so eager to permission, taken from the book
ignore. We must understand Silence and Beauty by Makoto
too the pain of the One who Fujimura.
instituted the Supper of the
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Our Easter Raffle Winners Were:
Derek Arruda from New Bedford, MA was sent a rose portrait along with the the
book She Wears a Crown of Thorns by Fr. Boyer. Shortly after receiving his
items, he shared the following story with us:
“Ave Maria! Thank you again for the canvas and the book on Little Rose. I started to
read it during my adoration hour on Saturday night and the graces just started flowing! It
was a grace to receive this especially at this moment in our family’s lives. It was to my
amusement that the Father who visited Little Rose thought she looked like St. Therese of the
Little Flower who I happen to born on her Feast Day, October 1st, but not only that my last
name Arruda happens to be a little yellow flower, and as I happen to write this the
canvas flower I received from you happens to be yellow! But what really struck me is Derek, Stephanie, Gabriel & Levi Arruda
Little Rose was born on May 24th. We just welcomed a baby boy to our family, Levi
James Arruda on May 24th! Completely amazing that Our Lord, Our Lady and Little Rose
wanted to gift this to us. Our family will forever have a connection to Little Rose, and what a wonderful grace to be able
to share that with our children and families. Thank You for all you do for Little Rose and may she soon be recognized as
the Saint she it. Ave Maria! Derek”

Angela Elswick from Proctorville, OH was sent a rose portrait along with the the book
She Wears a Crown of Thorns by Fr. Boyer. About a month or so after receiving her
items, she shared the following story with us:
Sunday July 10, 2022 “I was looking for a Latin Mass online today and of all the Masses I could have chosen, I randomly chose St. Gertrude the Great in West Chester, OH.
The priest’s homily was about Little Rose! I just had to share this with you. Thank You
again for my gifts. I am truly grateful. GOD bless you! Angela” And with her message
she shared the link to the following homily:
http://www.sgg.org/2022/07/10/rose-ferron-of-woonsocket-ri/
John Papariella of Indianapolis, IN won the pink rose portrait along with the book She Wears
a Crown of Thorns by Fr. Boyer. He writes to us via email: “In 1952, my Dad had the privilege of meeting Padre Pio and receiving an individual blessing from Padre Pio ! In 1978, I
had the privilege of meeting Fr. Stefano Gobbi and receiving an individual blessing from Fr.
Gobbi ! Over the past 44 years, I have developed a deep respect for very holy priests and
victim souls who bear the stigmata ! I am especially touched by the story of Fr. John Palm and
the crucifix that Little Rose wanted Fr.Palm to take to China ! I have watched this story on
YouTube more than once ! Ave Maria ! John Papariella”

Who will our next Winners be?

As of this printing our Directors are busy working on crocheting and knitting prayer shawls for our December
Raffle to run through the end of December. The drawing will be held on the Feast of the Epiphany in January.
We plan to have six prayer shawls ready for this raffle and will update our finished products in our December
2022 Issue. We are opening the raffle early!
*Donations are not required to enter but we do appreciate the much needed financial support !

Christmas Prayer Shawl Raffle
Six Chances to Win!
Shawls will be blessed by a priest
and placed on the bed that Little
Rose suffered on.

Name/Address/Phone:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Christmas Raffle Donation$ ___________
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Bernard R. Melancon

Father Palm and Rose Myette

Father John Baptiste Palm, SJ, would often visit Rose Myette in her home in Rhode Island and was
one of the first to see what she had created there under the direction of Marie “Little Rose” Ferron.
He named it the “Domestic Chapel of Thorns.” On August 5th 2022 the Foundation was visited by
relatives of their Great-Uncle Father John. They traveled from New York for this visit. They were
very much affected by their Great-Uncle’s devotion to Little Rose and because of him, they
continue in their own devotion to her. Picture above was taken at a recent baby shower. Martha
Rose was named after Father Palm’s neice Martha (who was the mother to Catherine, Mary and
Joanne.) Martha Rose’s middle name was named after Rose Ferron. Her baby-to-be will follow
that tradition and when born will be named Adeline Rose.

entered into eternal rest at
the age of 96 years on
August 10th 2022. He was
the beloved husband of the
late Gisele (Corriveau)
Melancon for 67 years. He
was born in Woonsocket,
RI. He graduated from
Mount St. Charles Academy
in Woonsocket. In January,
1945, he joined the US
Navy until 1946. He was awarded the World War II
Victory Medal, American Theatre Medal and AsiaticPacific Theatre Medal. His strong work ethic kept him
working over the years at various jobs as a Mechanical
Draftsman and Design Engineer. Bernard had an
exceptionally strong Catholic faith and would spread
the Word of God by speaking about his faith and
leading and promoting weekly rosary sessions. He
also distributed 500+ rosaries and educated many
about Marie-Rose Ferron. Bernard is pictured above
with his daughter Monique Campano at a Rose Ferron
Foundation RI event in 2021. That day he shared with
us that he remembered attending Little Rose’s funeral
at the age of 10 and always carried a memento of her
and trusted in her intercession. May he rest in peace
and may perpetual light shine upon him.

FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS:

In Loving Memory Of
Rose Myette
David P. Ethier
Rosanna Whitesell
Therese G. Noury

NEW

Edwin & Ana Aldarondo
Luis Almodovar
Marc & Pat Auger
Diane & Les Brown
Muguette Buco
Leonard Caltabiono
Renee Ciambrone
Thomas Collard
Maria Dzierzek
Denise Ethier

BOOK REPRINT!

We realized the original book written by
Jeanne Savard Bonin in her native French
language was in danger of extinction. We
now have a small supply available for our
French-speaking friends!

Paul & Amanda Ethier
Charles & Jane Gauvin
Carol Hughes
Carol Huban
Frank & Tammy Irwin
Bob Joyal
Michael & Rosemary
Lamirande
Aurthur Lapointe
Lise Ann Paille

Janet Plonka
Donna Marie Reale
Diane Redekas
Don Rowley
Gladys & Michel Sarji
Steve Seyster
Kirk Struhart
Ken & Tracy Vaudrain
Catherine Whalen
Timeless Antiques

Many wish to remain Anonymous

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island Available Book List

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island Prayer Cells
Please be sure to check out our website for more information on starting up your own prayer cell to pray in union with us when we pray at the Foundation on First Fridays & First
Sundays of the each month. If you do not have access to the internet please write to us for
more information at: Rose Ferron Foundation of RI, 339 Arnold St., Woonsocket, RI 02895.
Remember: September is the time to become a member! Renew or join today!
Membership not only supports our work but more importantly shows that there still is a strong devotion to "Little Rose" and a great
need to keep her memory alive. Being here in Rhode Island we are blessed to be so close to one who offered herself in prayer and
sacrifice and where miracles happened for so many. Please consider becoming a member today. At present, membership options
are $25 for a year and $333 for lifetime. For more information see online: https://www.roseferronfri.org/how-you-can-help
Finding True Rest in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
inside this issue.

2023 Prayer Calendar Fundraiser!!

Name/Address/Phone:
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Number of Calendars: ______ Donation$___________
Receive a 2023 Prayer Calendar free with any lifetime membership! All current lifetime members can
look forward to receiving their calendar in the mail. Calendars can also be ordered for a minimum
donation of $12 per calendar. To place an order for a calendar please complete order form and mail
donation to: Rose Ferron Foundation of RI, 339 Arnold St., Woonsocket, RI 02895.

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island
Museum & Domestic Chapel
339 Arnold Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
Email: roseferronfri@gmail.com
Web: roseferronfri.org
E-giving: roseferronfri.org/online-giving

Jesus said to them “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them
not; for of such is the Kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14
The Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All donations are tax deductible.
Our Newsletter is also found on our website listed above. For $5 donation we can mail out hard copy to address you provide.

